
SCHOOLS, HOUSING AND JOBS
Two New Schools for Downtown Jamaica

The School Construction Authority (SCA) has moved forward with plans for two

new primary/intermediate schools planned for District 28, which includes

Downtown Jamaica.

The construction of the new PS/IS 48 building is moving ahead. The school, which

costs $52 Million is expected to be complete by November 2010. Located at

108-29 155th Street, the new school will be immediately south of the existing

PS 48, creating 611 new seats. The old PS 48 will remain, and the Department of

Education will update its programming as the new school comes online.

The second school, PS/IS 277, located at 153rd Street and Hillside Avenue will

provide 665 new seats. The public approvals and environmental review were

completed in early 2009. SCA has purchased the site, and will start construction

on the $53.5 Million school in Summer 2009, for 2012 occupancy. The SCA and

DOT are working to facilitate drop-offs at the school when it opens.
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PROGRESS REPORT
Since the Jamaica Plan was passed in Fall 2007, the City

of New York has been working in a rapidly changing

economic environment to follow through on

commitments made during the rezoning process. The

Plan identified challenges and opportunities within

Downtown Jamaica, and created an Interagency

Task Force for Downtown Jamaica as a way for the

community to work with individual agencies to address

those challenges. In partnership with Southeast

Queens’ elected officials, Community Boards and

community-based organizations, NYC worked to

ensure the City’s ongoing commitment to Downtown

Jamaica. Since Fall 2007, NYC has invested

approximately $234,279,000 in Downtown Jamaica.

This edition of the newsletter provides a snapshot of

the Task Force’s progress in Downtown Jamaica since

the Plan was passed and includes NYC Agency updates

on schools, housing, jobs, traffic, streetscapes, open

space, infrastructure and special announcements.
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Affordable Housing Efforts Continue

The Department of Housing, Preservation and Development (HPD) has continued to

promote affordable housing with the latest round of new Housing Partnership. The

construction of 99 housing units in 41 two-to-three family homes is underway at South

Road and Guy Brewer Boulevard. HPD has organized workshops, in coordination with

non-profit service organizations, for homeowners in Southeast Queens. These events

provide targeted support to local property owners on the issues of foreclosure

prevention and counseling, predatory lending, and other important homeowner concerns.

HPD has also made efforts to promote the Inclusionary Housing Program (IH) along

the Hillside Avenue corridor. Although there has been a decline in new construction

activity throughout the City due to market conditions, HPD hosted an event in

Summer 2008 to promote the Program.

Job Creation and Advancement Programs

NYC Department of Small Business Services (SBS)’s Workforce1 Center is running the

Career Advancement Program (formerly IncomePlus), targeting 500 participants who

earn $14.00/hour or less, and offering comprehensive support services. The Program’s

goals include increasing participants’ income through earnings and/or wage supports.

In addition, the Center has begun Queens Employment Works, targeting 600 NYC

probationers with a goal of reducing recidivism and probation violations. The Program

aims to place 70% of its participants in jobs earning a minimum of $9.00/hour.

SBS has also launched the Workforce1 Transportation Center in Jamaica. The

Transportation Center works to identify and meet the hiring, training needs specific

to businesses in the transportation sector. With a focus on Air, Truck, Ground and

Passenger Transit, and Air Support Activities sub-sectors, the Program works to

provide low-income workers access to jobs that pay $10/hour or more with career

advancement opportunities.

SBS has also expanded Workforce1 Career Center Programs and hours (see box, left).

Foreclosure Prevention Event 2008

Inclusionary Housing Zone Downtown JamaicaSBS Workforce1 Center Downtown Jamaica

WORKFORCE 1
EXPANDED HOURS

� Monday, Friday: 8:30AM – 6:00PM
� Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday:
8:30AM – 8:00PM

� 1st and 3rd Saturdays:
10:00AM – 3:00PM

WORKFORCE 1
CAREER CENTER

168-25, Jamaica Avenue
2nd Floor,
Jamaica, New York 11432

Phone: 718.557.6755



TRAFFIC, STREETSCAPE AND OPEN SPACE
Traffic Study Underway

Queens Department of Transportation (DOT) has undertaken a traffic study of

the Liberty Park neighborhood. The process to convert several two-way streets

has been community-driven; DOT conducted the study and presented findings

to Community Board 12 in early 2009. The one-way conversions will be

implemented in Summer 2009.

New Street-Lighting

Queens DOT will install $1.7 Million of special street-lighting and traffic signals

on Jamaica Avenue, between Sutphin Boulevard and 169th Street, and on Union

Hall Street and the 165th Street Mall. Installation of the new lighting will begin

in Fall 2010.

Muni-Meters

New York City DOT will conduct a survey to determine whether commercial

corridors in Downtown Jamaica are suited for Muni-Meters. Surveying will begin

in Fall 2009.

Hillside Avenue Streetscape Project

Hillside Avenue will benefit from the installation of new sidewalks, curbs,

pedestrian ramps. Department of Design and Construction (DDC) is leading the

project, and will mill and pave the length of the Avenue from the Van Wyck

Expressway to the 191st Street. The $8.35 Million project will start construction

in late Fall 2009, lasting 18 months.

Open Space in Downtown Jamaica

Since Fall 2007, NYC Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) has invested

$9.6 million in Downtown Jamaica. DPR is currently working to develop

Jointly-Operated Parks at PS 116 and 160. The construction for these open spaces

will begin in Summer and Fall of 2009. Trust for Public Land is partnering with

DPR on PS 116.

INFRASTRUCTURE
Storm and Waste Water in SE Queens

On February 17, 2009 President Obama signed the American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which allocates for $4 billion to the

States for wastewater treatment projects, and $2 billion for drinking

water projects.

The New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC) has not

determined which New York City water and wastewater projects will

be receiving funding, and which will receive grants vs. loans. Receiving

stimulus funding in the form of grants is key because funds can be

used to mitigate long term effect on water/sewer rates.

EFC has historically favored wastewater treatment and water treatment

projects over sewer or conveyance projects of the sort needed in SE

Queens. As such, even if New York City receives a substantial portion of

the State allocation in the form of grants, the Department of

Environmental Planning (DEP) does not expect the stimulus package to

result in additional funds for the building out of the storm sewer system

in southeast Queens. For more information, please call 311.

Building Approvals in Downtown Jamaica

NYC Department of Buildings (DOB) has implemented a new system of

checks and balances, working in cooperation with DEP, for all

individuals or entities requesting building permits for new or

renovation/large additions within the rezoned Downtown Jamaica

area. Both agencies will continue the new system, to better enforce

building codes within Downtown Jamaica.

Proposed One-Way Pairs, Liberty Park

Proposed One-Way Pairs, Liberty Park



Since Fall 2007, there were no New Buildings or Alteration Type 1 (Vertical

Enlargements 75 feet or more, or 6 stories or more in height) requested within

Downtown Jamaica, and all jobs were inspected. Of the jobs inspected, DOB did not

issue any Stop Work Orders, or find any violations that were contrary to zoning. All

jobs were constructed according to approved plans

Ongoing Planning Efforts: Southeast Queens

Following the implementation of the Jamaica Plan in September of 2007, NYC

Department of City Planning (DCP) has continued to work with elected officials,

Community Board 12, Greater Jamaica Development Corp, and other stakeholders

to identify opportunities and explain zoning. They have also launched the South

Jamaica rezoning study.

DCP has also helped developers to fully use the new zoning regulations and address

issues as they proceed, and worked closely with neighborhood groups to apply

much-needed contextual rezonings in surrounding neighborhoods, including

St. Albans/Hollis, Briarwood, and Laurelton.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Leasing Underway at Moda

Retail leasing is underway at Moda, a mixed-use building developed by the

Dermot Company at the former Queens Family Courthouse on Parsons Boulevard in

downtown Jamaica. Scheduled for completion in the first quarter of 2010, the

project features 346 apartments situated above 60,000 SF of highly-visible retail.

With 171 feet of frontage on Parsons Boulevard and 372 feet on 89th Avenue, this

iconic location suits national retailers and “mom & pop” shops alike.

For more information or to sign up for future updates about the retail and residential

leasing, visit www.modamodernliving.com or visit www.besenretail.com.

Besen Retail is handling all retail leasing for The Dermot Company.

QUESTIONS?
If you have questions or concerns related to City services in the

Downtown Jamaica area that you cannot answer by calling 311,

please call 212.618.5706 or send an email to jamaica@nycedc.com.

New Tree Plantings ($150,000)

� Hillside Ave — 6 trees

� Jamaica Ave — 42 trees

� Liberty Ave — 14 trees

� Merrick Blvd — 40 trees

Gateway Park Final Design

� $1.3 million budget

Major Mark Park

� $330,000 budget

Rufus King Synthetic Turf Field

(completed 1/08)

� $2,780,000

St. Albans Cricket Field (completed 6/08)

� $1,752,000

Roy Wilkins Pool Reconstruction

(completed 12/08)

� $2,732,000

Other DPR Projects in Downtown Jamaica

Planned Van Dohlen Comfort Station


