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This project is made possible by a grant from the Lower Manhattan 
Development Corporation, which is funded through Community 
Development Block Grants from the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development.

Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor     •     Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Brooklyn Bridge Esplanade
Located on the East River between Peck Slip  
and Catherine Slip in Manhattan

CB 1 Update
April 16, 2019
Starr Whitehouse Landscape Architects and Planners
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Construction 

15 months 
Winter 2020- 
Spring 2021

PROJECT TIMELINE

Procurement

3 months
Fall 2019

Final Design 
Documents - 
PDC, CB 1+3

5 months
Summer 2019

Preliminary 
Design -  

PDC, CB 1+3

2 months
Spring 2019

Conceptual 
Design -  
CB 1+3

1 month
Winter 2019

• Design to be completed by Fall 2019 

• Construction to be completed by Spring 2021

Community 
Outreach

2 months
Winter 2018-2019

BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Project Timeline
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DESIGN GOALS
• Connect inland to the neighborhoods

• Employ resilient and floodable materials

• Provide a continuous esplanade and bikeway

• Minimize pedestrian and bicycle conflicts

• Utilize the site furnishings palette from adjacent built 
sections of the esplanade

FUNDING
• $15M - US Housing and Urban Deveopment Community 

Development Block Grant (HUD CDBE) administered by 
LMDC

• $6M - Office of the Manhattan Borough President, 
Councilmember Margaret Chin

• Total Budget:  $21M

• Project Size:   1500 LF

BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Design Goals & Funding
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Site Location
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Recently completed projects:

• Esplanade between Broad Street 
and Burling Slip

• Esplanade between Pike Slip and 
Pier 35

Ongoing development projects:

• Esplanade between Catherine and 
Pike Slips

• Pier 42 in East River Park

EAST RIVER ESPLANADE  
PROJECTS

BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - East River Esplanade
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Related Projects
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LMCR - Two Bridges Project:
• Planned flood protection from the 

Brooklyn Bridge to Montgomery Slip
• Exact alignment to be determined 

concurrent with esplanade design

Reconstruction of Peck Slip  
(by DPR):
• Completion planned in late 2020

Tin Building Reconstruction:
• Renovated building to open in 2020

New Market Building:
• Demolition in Q2 2019; no current 

design plans

Interim Flood Protection Project
(by NYCEM):
• Installation 2019

ADJACENT PROJECTS IN 
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Existing Conditions
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Northern Section

Central Section

Central Section
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Southern Section



April 16, 2019 8

N

100 200 FT

SOUTH STREET

BROOKLYN BRIDGE

East River

SMITH 
HOUSES

CATHERINE SLIP 
PARKING

PECK SLIP

DO
VER STREET

C
ATH

ERIN
E SLIP

COVERED BY HIGHWAY 
STRUCTURE

UNCOVERED

COVER LEGEND

BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Site & Program Constraints
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Site & Program Constraints
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Community Outreach

• “The Esplanade needs to address the 
enrichment of children, parents, and 
elderly.”

• “A place for recreation, views and 
community spaces where you can 
bike, walk, take in the view, etc.”

• “Would love to see something 
cultural, with increased green space.”

• “The connection to South Street 
Seaport should be emphasized.”

• “Better separation between bikes and 
pedestrians.”

• “Integrate with flood protection 
thoughtfully.”

SAMPLE COMMUNITY 
RESPONSES
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Schematic Plan 
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Peck Slip Plaza



April 16, 2019 17

East River

N200 40 80

PARKING LOT BENCHES BAR SEATING
GREEN BIKE PAVING 

AT DRIVEWAY

COMBINED 
SEWER 

OUTFALL

COMBINED 
SEWER 

OUTFALL

PLANTED  
GREEN SCREEN

GET-DOWN ACCESS 
TO MANAGED 

SHORELINE

BENCHES AND 
PLANTERS

AREA TO BE DESIGNED IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH LMCR

NATURAL 
SHORELINE

BIKE LANE

SOUTH STREET

BRO
O

KLYN
 BRID

G
E 

 (O
VERH

EAD
)

LOUNGE 
SEATING

BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Enlarged Plan (Central)

SECTION 
C



April 16, 2019 18

BIKE
LANES

FDR, BEYOND

ARTIFICIAL TURF
FLEX AREA

FDR, BEYOND

BIKE LANES PARKING LOTSOUTH STREET

GREEN SCREEN
& PLANTING

SHORELINE ACCESS 
RAMP & STEPS

MANAGED 
SHORELINE

ZOOM IN

BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Section

LEGEND

CURRENT  
ELEVATION



April 16, 2019 19

BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Shoreline Get-Down



April 16, 2019 20

N200 40 80

ADULT FITNESS 
EQUIPMENT

BASKETBALL  
HALF-COURTS

ADULT FITNESS 
EQUIPMENT

BENCHESBAR SEATING FISHING STATION 
WITH SINK

LOUNGE SEATING 
WITH PLANTERS

SOUTH STREET

East River

C
AT

H
ER

IN
E 

SL
IP

BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Enlarged Plan (North)

SECTION 
D



April 16, 2019 21

SECTION D

FDR

SOUTH STREET BIKE LANES

HALF-COURT 
BASKETBALL 12 FT WIDE 

ESPLANADE

BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Section

LEGEND

CURRENT  
ELEVATION



April 16, 2019 22

BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - North Active Recreation Area


