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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Design Goals & Funding

DESIGN GOALS
• Connect inland to the neighborhoods

• Employ resilient and floodable materials

• Provide a continuous esplanade and bikeway

• Minimize pedestrian and bicycle conflicts

• Utilize the site furnishings palette from adjacent built 
sections of the esplanade

FUNDING
• $15M - US Housing and Urban Development 

Community Development Block Grant (HUD CDBE) 
administered by LMDC

• $6M - Office of the Manhattan Borough President, 
Councilmember Margaret Chin

• Total Budget:  $21M

• Project Size:   1500 LF



BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Project Timeline

Construction 

15 months 
Winter 2020- 
Spring 2021

PROJECT TIMELINE

Procurement

3 months
Fall 2019

Final Design 
Documents - 
PDC, CB 1+3

5 months
Summer 2019

Preliminary 
Design -  

PDC, CB 1+3

2 months
Spring 2019

Conceptual Design   
- CB 1+3

1 month
Winter 2019

• Design to be completed by Fall 2019 

• Construction to be completed by Spring 2021, deadline to maintain federal funding

Community 
Outreach

2 months
Winter 2018-2019
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - East River Esplanade

Recently completed projects:

• Esplanade between Broad Street 
and Burling Slip

• Esplanade between Pike/Allen and 
Pier 35

Ongoing development projects:

• Esplanade between Catherine and 
Pike/Allen

• Esplanade between Montgomery 
Street and East River Park 
Amphitheatre at Corlears Hook 
Park

EAST RIVER ESPLANADE  
PROJECTS
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Related Projects

LMCR - Two Bridges Project:
• Planned flood protection from the 

Brooklyn Bridge to Montgomery Slip

• Project site extends from beneath 
Brooklyn Bridge to Montgomery 
Street; exact alignment to be 
determined

Reconstruction of Peck Slip (by 
NYC Parks):
• Completion planned in late 2020

Tin Building Reconstruction:
• Renovated building to open in 2020
• New Market Building demolition in 

Q2 2019

ADJACENT PROJECTS IN 
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Open Spaces
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Nearby Institutions & Transportation
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Transportation

• Concentration of historic buildings 
to the south of the project site near 
the Seaport Historic District

• NYCHA Smith Houses and 
Knickerbocker Village adjacent to 
the northern portion of the site

• Active ferry terminals to the south 
of the project site

• Though the FDR is elevated in this 
area, bicycle circulation between 
upland routes and the esplanade 
pathway is limited
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NEARBY INSTITUTIONS & 
TRANSPORTATION



BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Existing Conditions
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• Space beneath FDR overpass is 
currently used as a parking and 
construction equipment staging 
area for SDOT painting project

• Benches and plantings on 
esplanade south of Brooklyn Bridge 
separate the bicycle path from 
pedestrian walkway



BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Existing Conditions
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• View and circulation to the 
waterfront is impeded by parked 
vehicles and construction 
equipment

• Wooden platform south of the 
Brooklyn Bridge and CSO outfall



BROOKLYN BRIDGE AND SHORELINE

C
ATH

ER
IN

E SLIP

• Wooden decking on pier structure 
over combined sewer outfall (CSO)

• Littoral zone north of the pier 
structure
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Existing Conditions
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• Temporary construction staging 
area beneath FDR impedes 
viewshed from upland to waterfront 

• Paving conditions along esplanade 
in various states of disrepair



BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Existing Conditions
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• Existing bike racks and wayfinding 
signs separate bikeway from 
pedestrian walkway 

• Most of project area in shade of 
FDR Drive structure

• Clear upland connection at 
Catherine Slip



BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Existing Conditions
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Existing Circulation

EXISTING PROGRAMS
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Covered Vs. Uncovered Space

COVER LEGEND



BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - UTILITIESBROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - UTILITIES
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - NYC EDC

SURVEY RESPONSES

•  756 individuals responded to the survey, either online or in 
person, between December 7th and January 21st

• Responses were recorded in English, Chinese, and Spanish

• The majority of respondents were local residents, though 
many of the in-person survey respondents were tourists

Top Responding Zipcodes:

10038         139
10002         76
10005         37
11201 + 10013     25
10013        25
10004        24
10009        16
10003        15
11238        14
11215        12
10280        11
10012, 11211, + 10025   10

Zipcodes with Ten or More 
Survey Respondents

10-20 Respondents

21-40 Respondents

76 Respondents

139 Respondents

Central Park (no zipcode)

Project Site

• Team conducted mobile outreach on site 
twice in December 2018

• Mobile outreach included surveys and 
vision board activities

• 37 in-person surveys were completed in 
two languages 

 
• Over 700 online surveys completed in 

December and January

• Survey was available online for 
approximately five weeks

• Community input session was held for 
CB 1 & CB 3 at Manhattan Borough 
President Gale Brewer’s office in 
January 2019.

OUTREACH AND SURVEY

BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Public Outreach 



BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE - Public Outreach Top 5 Survey Results
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WHAT ARE YOUR 
FAVORITE ELEMENTS?

HOW OFTEN DO YOU VISIT THE 
BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE?

HOW DO YOU CURRENTLY USE THE 
ESPLANADE?
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0 100 200 300 400 500

CLEANLINESS/MAINTENANCE

POOR LIGHTING

POOR DRAINAGE

PRESERVING SITE 
ECOLOGY

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

PREFERRED ENHANCEMENTS?

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350

MORE VEGETATION

IMPROVED LIGHTING

PEDESTRIAN PATH IMPROVEMENTS

ACCESS TO SHORELINE

PAVEMENT REPAIR

THE REDESIGNED ESPLANADE SHOULD BE... 

0 100 200 300 400 500

ACTIVE

NATURAL

EASILY ACCESSIBLE

WELL-CONNECTED TO THE  
EAST RIVER GREENWAY

SOCIAL

800 800

NOTE: RESULTS REFLECT BOTH IN-PERSON AND ONLINE SURVEYSTOP 5 SURVEY RESULTS



BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE

EXISTING DESIGN PRECEDENTS

Paving Railings

Seating Bike path separation



BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE

PROGRAM PRECEDENTS

Fitness equipment

Naturalistic plantings Bike parking Lighting

Interpretive signage Amphitheater seating



BROOKLYN BRIDGE ESPLANADE

Construction 

15 months 
Winter 2020- 
Spring 2021

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 
MORGAN JONES 

morganjones@edc.nyc

or visit:
https://www.nycedc.com/project/east-river-waterfront-esplanade

THANK YOU

Procurement

3 months
Fall 2019

Final Design 
Documents - 
PDC, CB 1+3

5 months
Summer 2019

Preliminary 
Design -  

PDC, CB 1+3

2 months
Spring 2019

Conceptual Design 
-  

CB 1+3

1 month
Winter 2019

Community Outreach

2 months
Winter 2018-2019


